Idiopathic osteosclerosis in the jaws of Britons and of the Hong Kong Chinese: radiology and systematic review.
To compare the prevalence of idiopathic osteosclerosis in the jaws in Hong Kong and Britain. The panoramic radiographs of consecutive patients who attended the primary care departments of the dental hospitals in Hong Kong in 1981 and 1990 and London in 1990 and of Edinburgh in 1993 were reviewed. The size of the Hong Kong lesions was measured. The literature was subjected to systematic review. The prevalence of idiopathic osteosclerosis in Hong Kong in 1981 and 1990, London and Edinburgh was 6.7, 5.5, 2.7 and 4.1% respectively. The prevalence of idiopathic osteosclerosis was greater in the Oriental (Chinese and Japanese) than in Western surveys. The lesions in the 1990 Hong Kong survey in the third decade were significantly smaller than those in the 1981 survey. The decrease in size in Hong Kong 1990 was also accompanied by a reduction in overall prevalence. The predilection for the mandible, especially in the premolar area, was observed in the Chinese and London series; this feature was also common to all other reports. The Chinese have a greater prevalence of idiopathic osteosclerosis than Western populations.